Supreme Court of Iflorida

No. SC02-593

IN RE: REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE
ON THE APPOINTMENT AND ASSIGNMENT OF SENIOR JUDGES.

[May 1, 2003]

PER CURIAM.
This matter is before the Court based on the February 22, 2002, submission
of the report and recommendations of this Court’s Committee on the Appointment

and Assignment of Senior Judges (Committee).! We have jurisdiction. See art. V,

1. The Committee, chaired by Senior Judge Gilbert S. Goshorn
(Gainesville), consists of three circuit court chief judges, two senior judges, a
public defender, a state attorney, and four private practice attorneys, one of whom
is a retired judge. Committee members include: Senior Judge J. Lewis Hall, Jr.
(Tallahassee); Chief Judge Robert Rouse, Seventh Judicial Circuit (Daytona
Beach); Chief Judge David Demers, Sixth Judicial Circuit (St. Petersburg); Chief
Judge Dale Ross, Seventeenth Judicial Circuit (Ft. Lauderdale); Public Defender



election or a retention vote, voters do not have a similar opportunity to retain or
remove a senior judge. Accountability for the continued judicial authority of the
senior judges rests with the chief justice and should be subject to a structured
review process. We endorse the Committee’s recommendation of this structured
review process. In making a determination of continued eligibility, the chief justice
should consider the three elements of the initial review (education, employment, and
JQC screening) and the recommendation of the review board that receives input

from attorneys who have appeared before the court.

Recommendation Seven. The review of senior judges should be conducted by
five review boards, with one board created to serve each appellate district. Review
boards should solicit attorney input regarding any senior judge who is scheduled
for review, as well as any judge within that appellate district who requests
assignment and has been retired for more than a year. The review boards would
make a recommendation to the chief justice whether a candidate is eligible or not
eligible for assignment. Recommendations of review boards should not be subject
to appeal.

We endorse the Committee’s recommendation that a review board be
created in each of the five appellate districts. The Committee opted for district-
wide review boards rather than circuit-wide boards or a single statewide board in
order to include representatives who have first-hand knowledge of the judges being

reviewed and representatives who have experience in other jurisdictions. District-



wide review boards will also be the most efficient in terms of the accompanying
administrative activity. The Committee estimates that each district-wide review
board will conduct thirty to forty reviews annually, which should not prove onerous
to the review board members. If a single statewide review board were appointed,
the task of conducting 150 to 200 annual reviews could be overwhelming to the
board members.

The Committee recommends that the district review boards organize their
work on an annual cycle and conduct all reviews during one or two meetings. Each
district review board shall include the chief judge of each circuit court in the district
or a designee, the chief judge of the district court of appeal or a designee, and an
equal number of attorneys. The circuit court chief judges and the district court
chief judge shall each appoint one attorney member. Where a senior judge serves
in multiple jurisdictions, the review will be conducted by the board in the district in

which the judge has performed the most service in the present eligibility period.

Recommendation Eight. The information collected for purposes of review
should be made available to circuit and district chief judges prior to the board’s
recommendation. The information should be sent to the chief judges to aid them in
the assignment and management of senior judges, and then forwarded to the
relevant review board.

We agree with the Committee that the information collected by review boards
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