IN THE EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF FLORIDA
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 5.555 (B)

DEPENDENCY DRUG COURT

WHEREAS, issues of abuse, abandonment, and neglect of children involved in
dependency actions and termination of parental rights proceedings are often related to an
underlying substance addiction of one or both of the parents;

WHEREAS, the Court Administrator’s Office of the Eighth Judicial Circuit, in
partnership with the Department of Children and Families, has determined that the
implementation of a dependency drug court program will assist parents whose children have
been adjudicated dependent and who may have their parental rights terminated as a result of their
addiction; and

WHEREAS, a dependency drug court program can provide intensive drug treatment for
parents who have substance abuse problems and give these parents an opportunity to overcome
their addiction so that they will be able to maintain or regain a parental relationship with their
children;

THEREFORE, it is hereby

ORDERED that:

1. The Eighth Judicial Circuit Dependency Drug Court Program (“Program”) is
hereby established. The program will begin in Alachua County, with expansion into regional

counties as resources become available.












