
IN THE EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF FLORIDA
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 1.351

PAYMENT OF MEALS FOR JURORS

In order to provide for the requirements of the Eighth Judicial Circuit in the area of

payment of meals for jurors; and

WHEREAS, Florida Statutes §40.26 authorizes that the Sheriff, when required by order

of the court, provide jurors with meals and lodging; and

WHEREAS, Florida Statutes §40.26 directs the expense to be paid by the Clerk of the

Circuit Court; and

WHEREAS, the process of jury trials and deliberation sometimes extends beyond

normal hours of courthouse operation;

It is hereby

ORDERED that:

1. When the court has directed that the jury be kept together, due to Jury trial,

sequestration, extended voir dire or deliberations, lunch and dinner will be provided when

appropriate. The term "sequestration" includes any time a juror is not free to leave on their own,

for breaks or meals.

2. When appropriate, the Court Security Bureau deputy assigned to the jury trial will

escort the panel to and from lunch while the court is in recess.

3. Dinner shall be provided to jurors during trials or deliberations proceeding

. beyond normal hours of courthouse operations.

4. Meals should be obtained, when practicable, at vendors which do not require a tip

or gratuity. However, when jurors are restricted in movement, such as during the deliberation

process or sequestration, a reasonable gratuity not to exceed 18% may be added when such meal

is required to be served by a wait staff and the gratuity is included on the vendor's invoice.

5. Meal amounts per juror shall not exceed $10.00 for any meal.
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